OMISHIMA

Oyamazumi god
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The main shrine is also called a treasure shrine
or Sangensha nagare-zukuri in Japanese, and is
a magnificent example of representative architec-
ture in Japan, with a roof of Japanese cypress
bark, vermilion-lacquered exterior, and other elab-
orate techniques. The present shrine is said to
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have been built in 1378 after being razed by fire CHARRBEORRMELT Ok O ABEFLH S 2L LT
in 1322, When it was dismantled and repaired in '~‘?7 -t
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elaborate interior techniques such as arabesque
patterns and openwork, with its strong and sturdy
structure.

Ovamazumi Shrine is enshrined at a sanctuary covered
with the oldest camphor trees in Japan on Omishima Is-
land one of the numerous islands of Geiyo Strait of the
Inland Sea, which is designated as a national park.

The deity of the shrine is Ovamazumi, the elder brother
of the god Amaterasu-Omikami, and the shrine dedi-
cated to the guardian god of seafarers and the god of
the land. The shrine has also been named a Japanese
tutelary deity for all Japanese, a name used since an-
cient times. When Ochino-mikoto, the decendant of the
god, governed the Seto Inland Sea, he designated Omi-
shima, which was an impeortant place in the Geivo
Strait, as a holy place and enshrined the local deity
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ﬁu%*{ﬁ@*ﬁ The several names of the shrine date back to that time,
L ppE D AR AT L L CHRIA e 2 5, S e K such as Nihon S& Chinju, Mishima Daimy®jin, and Omi-
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PHEZA50 T, 202 KEHEIERi L Sh A, ; Imperial Court and throughout the nation that branches

of it were established all over the country. It is the only
Grand Shrine on Shikoku.
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Omishima is well-known nationwide as having the number
one armory hall in Japan, gathering, preserving, and exhib-
iting eighty percent of all of the armor and other equipment
registered as National Treasures and Important Cultural
Properties in Japan. The main shrine, rebuilt in the Muro-
machi Era (1338~1575), represents the wave-style archiec-
ture of Shinto shrines, and along with the front shrine is
designated as an Important Cultural Property, The wooden
god at Jhashichi Shrine was also designated an Important
Cultural Property. The Kinji-Budd-kyd Mirror (mirror
carved with animals and grapes) is designated a National
Treasure, and over one hundred other mirrors have been
objects of worship and praver for women.

The framed caligraphy as a shrine plate of this shrine
written by Sukemasa Fujiwara, one of the three famous
caligraphers of the Heian Era, was also designated as an
Important Cultural Property. Two hundred and eighty-one
hiigaku renga (linked verses) written in the 227 year period
between 1534 and 1761 are said to have formed the base of
culture in modern Ehime. They were registered as an Im-
portant Cultural Property in 1972
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amoto Yoshitsune, Ivo-nokami,

Kinju-Budo-Kyo(Mirror carved with animals
and grapes dedicated by Emperor Saimei 1350
vears ago.)
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Kon-ito-Odoshi-Yorai (Blue-threaded \1".‘..|r?
by Kono Michinobu, guardian Lord of Iyvo district,

800 years ago,



Oyamazumi god

[.ist of Representative National Treasures,
ABREEREE AT
(EZEER)
RESHENEN

=y

I el

YR
s L S =
o
FroE eI M

wig
Opm

B Tl
(¢
> Ed

e

OV C s aw

s

N
v

D i [EH

B 1 SAERLER (M) BaEEEm
] =+ Murasakiava-Odoshi, Yoroi

Z) (violet-twilled-threaded Armor)

s by Minamoto Yoritomo (shogun) 800

ok

WMEFHS | FHDOBWGHES OB

WO T eray
(Z e kM ) =+ 35 EL o B e B2

£ VEArs ago.,

e
AT o dauc TN (¢

ok

s

SOV

ez 5

ARSI UW A SIS ER
U=

?IJi

#+

4

- -2

| ! -3
i L2

20D 37 T % LA 7

e HERH (FHMBEELEEY) Tasn
o BEEREA AWM

€ - Qars RO ot FaMt
HAEEXEEHKTE S H A T2 A Y esEsENAT] (FEREH), Tuak
i S B OHFEEEES

(=R bt ) Bt 11 oo R PR M

(SEENABLAFATM) , FRmt
® FhE (A RPN  Fasan
® =B iUE G ERA (R ER)
o BRI (RIEHER W)

e EiEEERE A E A

EBTHF

SO A S
e | s IE T RS e - 35S il M

Hyogo-Kusari-sword
by Prince Daito, Morinaga.

650 years ago, SUE LR S b
The treasure houses in Omishima are Shiyoden Hall, Kokuhs-kan, Kaiji k= B0 P2 ST R - TE 5 B - g L

Museum (Memorial Hall of the ship Hayvama-maru). Armor, warrior helmets
and swords are exhibited at Shiyoden Hall and Kokuhd-kan. The oldest
large armor in Japan was offerd by Ochi Orydshi Yoshikata who crushed
the Sumitomo Fujiwara Revelt. There are many large swords designated as
National Treasures, which belonged to the likes of Michinobu Kéno who
helped Yoshitsune Minamoto at the Battle of Genpei, the Kono family,
which served valiently at the Mongolian Invasions, Yoshitsune Minamoto and
Hikohichi Omeori who beheaded Masashige Kusunoki.

Kaiji Museum was constructed for the commemoration of the ship Hayama-
mary, commissioned by the Showa Emperor for the conducting marine
biology research. Numerous books and animal and plant specimens from the
Seto Inland Sea which were gathered by the Showa Emperor are exhibited
along with other materials, The exhibition also includes representative ore
from throughout Japan.
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